Audrey Walker

From: Audrey Walker

Sent: 20 October 2025 20:27

To: ENV LICENSING <licensing @ oldham.gov.uk>

Subject: Shaw Cricket Club License Objection (Ref: 110574)

Licensing Team

Oldham Council

Sir Robert Peacock House, Vulcan Street
Oldham

OL14LA

20 October 2025

By e-mail

Dear Sir/ Madam
Shaw Cricket Club, Holebotham Clough, Off Mark Lane, Shaw, Oldham, OL2
8QG - New Application for Premises Licence (Reference: 110574)

| am a resident of Holebottom Farm, Mark Lane, Shaw, OL2 8QG, and | am writing
to you to lodge a Representation in respect of the above application made by Shaw
Cricket Club.

| live in close proximity to the above establishment, and will be directly - and
adversely - affected, should the pending application be granted.

| understand that the Licensing Act 2003 is governed by four licensing objectives
which are:

« The prevention of crime and disorder

« Public safety

« The prevention of public nuisance; and

« The protection of children from harm

Based on the legislation and statutory guidance available online and my
understanding of the proposed changes, | believe the granting of the above
application would have a negative effect on the promotion of one or more of the
above objectives. For this reason and further details provided below as part of my
representation, | strongly object to the approvai of the above application.
Prevention of Crime and Disorder

| have a number of concerns in regards to the prevention of crime and disorder
should the application be approved. | have detailed this below:

« Prevention of Crime - The prevention of crime is of up-most importance
given the residential nature of the area. My concern with the approval of the
application is that additional people will be attracted to the cricket Club,
however the current security is inadequate and there could be an increase in
crime / disorder. The Club is quite isolated and on exit the lane is dimly lit,
which could attract crime and disorder late at night. CCTV is limited and
should a crime take place it would be very difficult to address it. With more
people attending the Club | believe there will be a need for additional security
including increased provision of CCTV and potentially doormen, especially for
larger events, to ensure crime does not take place and ensure safety of
residents and patrons.



Drunkenness - Linked to the prevention of Crime, there are inadequate
measures currently to control and maintain the safety of intoxicated people at
the Club, which the approval of this application could exacerbate with no
changes made. | have encountered people drinking at the bottom of my drive,
which presents issues for themselves as the area is dimly lit, but also myself
as | have safety concerns for my property. | am concerned with the increased
ability to undertake outdoor activity through the approval of this application,
there will be an increase in these types of situations.

Violent Behaviour - Given the tensions that exist between local people and
the Club, there have been violent situations in the past between the two
groups, our neighbour in particular was confronted over a parking
disagreement. Within increased attendance and events combined with limited
security and control and additional factors explained later in my
representation, | fear that violent behaviour would increase if the application is
approved.

Public Safety

Given the residential nature of the area, with elderly people and young children,
public safety is very important.

It is also of significance for Club patrons, and for reasons explained below | don't feel
this is taken seriously and will be further disadvantaged through approval of the
license:

Lighting - The road leading up to the Cricket Club is poorly lit and lacking
natural surveillance with no homes located on the road itself. Beyond the
Cricket Club the lane is also not lit. This is a concern in the evenings
especially, as people often use the lane and the security is poor. With
additional Club patrons through the approval of the license, from events for
example, there are potential challenges for public safety. Whilst | appreciate
the road leading up to the Club is not adopted or owned by the cricket club, if
they are increasing activity in the area and usage of the lane, they should be
committed to mitigating negative consequences for local people and patrons
and should be held responsible for ensuring public safety on the lane.
Emergency Service Access - Parking is a major concern and challenge
currently, which | have outlined in further detail below. The current parking
issue, which would be further exacerbated by approval of this application,
limits emergency service access. Ensuring appropriate access for emergency
services such as ambulances and fire engines is essential and public safety is
impacted from people parking in lay-bys and blocking the lane (please see
attached images). Not only is this an issue for the Club if an emergency
occurred, but also my own residence, which is especially concerning given my
husband is approaching 70 and may need these services in the coming years.
In the summer, there are additional concerns around fire safety given the
greenery and homes in the immediate vicinity which could lead to a significant
fire if fire services cannot access the Club due to the parking arrangements.
This is a serious matter which current owners fail to manage and will only get
worse with increased activity.

Patron Safety - The Club is in a relatively inaccessible location with limited
public transport options. Patrons will be dependent on the use of taxis after
events and late in the evening. There should be appropriate consideration of
how users will leave the premises and safely travel home as part of this



application's approval, alongside other points raised above which negatively
impact on patron safety directly.

The Prevention of Public Nuisance

The promotion of this objective is my most significant concern. In its current form, the
Club negatively impacts enjoyment of my home and | believe the implementation of
proposed changes through approval of the application would lead to a further
reduction of the living amenity and environment for myself and neighbours living in
the area of the licensed premises. My concemns include:

Noise - Under the current operations, there are already significant issues with
noise and disturbance. Myself and my family have been disturbed by noise
both within and outside of licensed hours, with the use of external speakers
on occasion in the evening which | understand is not permitted under their
current license. In the summer in particular this creates challenges as | am
unable to open my window with the noise disrupting sleep and causing
distress for my animals when the club is particularly loud. Whilst | understand
and accept there will be noise from the club during its operation and a need
for it to be commercially viable, my concer is that the outdoor nature of
proposals will significantly exacerbate this issue. Not only will music create
noise issues late into the night, it will attract more people to congregate
outside creating further noise when myself and others are trying to sleep. This
is a significant concern and given the highly exposed nature of the club in a
residential area, with elderly and young children, should be taken seriously by
the licensing team due to the guaranteed negative impacts.

Parking Disturbance - The most significant issue for myself given the
location of my residence is the disturbance caused by the parking of club
patrons. This is an issue whenever the Cricket Club is trading, which is even
worse when events are being held. Visitors will often park in a way which
blocks the access to my home and / or creates challenges for getting up the
lane, especially for my sons who are builders and are often in large vans.
Additionally to this, | have confronted several taxis and patrons who use our
driveway to turn around when the car park is full, ignoring the many signs on
my walis indicating this is a private property with no access. | have constantly
raised concerns with the club in regards to this issue, as you can see in the
screenshots of messages attached to this email, however no significant
changes have been made. A sign indicating the car park is full was
implemented, however this is often left out or not used at all and therefore
people do not respect it when it is there. Whilst parking creates practical
challenges including access for myself, my family and deliveries, my worry
has always been from a safety perspective. With the current parking situation
emergency vehicles including ambulances and fire engines would not be able
to access the homes up the lane or the club. As you can see in the messages
attached to this email, Club patrons deny that those parked recklessly are
their vehicles, in an emergency situation this could lead to devastating
consequences for myself, neighbours or the club itself if vehicles cannot be
moved. With no proposed improvements for parking, the increased capacity
through events and attraction of more patrons facilitated by the approval of
this application would exacerbate this issue.

Anti-Social Behaviour - On several occasions | have heard screaming and
shouting from the club as the users are communicating outside. Additionally, |
have caught people smoking and drinking at the bottom of my drive which |



raised with the club in the attached messages. Whilst | appreciate what
happens at the Club is governed and managed by themselves, my concern as
an immediate neighbour is the increased activity without proper management,
which could increase antisocial behaviour on my doorstep. There needs to be
conditions imposed on the Club to manage this behaviour and encourage
patrons to be respectful of myself and my neighbours as | am concemed this
problem will only get worse with the approval of this application.

» Litter - The Ciub has two large bins adjacent to the entrance of my property,
which | understand is necessary however they have been overfilled in the past
and will attract vermin into the area. There are no outdoor bins on the Car
Park, therefore when people leave the premises they will likely dispose of
their rubbish on the lane or car park which is damaging for the environment. |
would welcome the provision of additional waste facilities for patrons to
mitigate this issue and ensure it does not worsen.

The Protection of Children from Harm

Outside the typical operation of the Cricket Club, which includes sessions for
children, the Club also holds a number of events which are tailored for Children -
some examples of which are attached from the Clubs Facebook page. | often can
hear children running around and screaming late into the evening, likely surrounded
by intoxicated adults. My daughter has also encountered an unattended child coming
up our driveway on a bike which she had to redirect to the Cricket Club. As a mother
of 9 children, | am concerned as children are often at the Club and the proposals
could further increase exposure of these children to alcohol and harm. From a
practical perspective, the Club's fence is inadequate, with a large gap using site
fencing which is often blown over and can easily be bypassed. This is not
appropriate for a Club which has many children in attendance across the week as a
child could easily get lost or even worse taken. In combination with other issues
flagged in my representation including lighting, security and parking, this should be
addressed immediately as the harm to children is potentially significant and will likely
increase with proposed changes.

Conclusion

| believe that the extension of hours and ability for Shaw Cricket Club to undertake
activities outside during operational hours will have a significant negative impact on
myself and residents of Mark Lane. | would emphasise that the Club is very exposed
and directly facing homes. For myself, | am less than 100 metres from the club and
whilst trees have been planted to mitigate noise issues, even with the current
arrangements we are able to hear music late into the evening. | am certain this
problem will be exacerbated if the proposed activities, such as live / recorded music
and provision of late night refreshments, are permitted outside.

| understand that the club needs to make sufficient income to sustain its operation,
however over the years it has only caused distress and problems for the residents on
Mark Lane. We have constantly been promised by the people managing the club that
steps would be taken to address issues and concerns, however minimal changes
have been successfully implemented. Additionally, the Club fails to communicate
significant information, for example every year for the Bonfire night the lane is
blocked completely and | either cannot enter or leave my home, however | never get
any information on operations or the plan from the Club. The operations are
constantly changing and there is no clear, consistent or positive method to
communicate with those managing the Club.



In summary, for the reasons detailed above and my belief that the proposals faif to
promote the four licensing objectives, | strongly object to the proposed license
changes at Shaw Cricket Club. The existing nuisance has not improved and is a
constant issue impacting on quality of life for myself and residents, which will be
worsened by the proposed changes. | hope the applicant and council take the
representations made seriously and consider the implications / stress which would
be caused by the proposed license changes.

| appreciate the time taken to read my representation and would request that the
Licensing Authority kindly acknowledge its safe receipt.

Yours Sincerely,
Audrey Walker



sy Hi rplease can you ask this
Sorry lost your numbear . perscn to move this car, my mum

Not being awkward but can’t peopie nas just come out of hospital and
park on car park rather than lane. we need access to the lane at all
The season hasn't even staited yet times incase e need an

The same happenad last night ambulance. Audrey

There 1s room on car park

Auclrey

Holebhottom Farm

ag lastmght, I dicl 2
and nooone clhannad
taving Ul they go as |
srasthors, | ol
gntse then iH's e st ame i
Shout 8 manths, v byicusly Knoy
pratelp] VU arks ther My mum is I'll at the minute anct
could naed an ambulance
Please could you ask the commiltee
to sort cut the parking
It's happening every ween now and
we are just starting gvihe season
Hi Hease can you ask this
Derson (o move this car, Ny num
has jus’ “me out of hospital and
we ne ¥ cess Lo the lane at all ' Hi \g
timas necase we near an Mot sure wnich way to message




Hi
Not sure which way to message
Please ensure they immove the cars
have deliveries coming and my son
who has a big car and a four month
old habhy . It's raining and we should
have access at all times to the
nouse .
KMy sonin faw came in to the
clubhiouse and was 1old it was nat
someone at the chubhouse !

'y trying my hardest (0 move it, |
viznt o the shop came hack to that
b oot the car who took the picturs
through, and got told no one s
ovIning Lip Lo the cai

'ty stll trying b 3 me bhecauss

its bang out of o overy function

I'm Lrying my hardest o move it !
went to the shop came back to that,
I got the cat who look the picture
through, and got wold no one is
ovming up to the ca

I'm sull irying belicve ine because
its bang out of erder every function
gets a pack and the parking 1s in 1t,

Thisis only 1 tiil 3 not the point but

at 3pmiw = gutside seeing vwho

gets in

But until 3pm owall sull intesrupt this
party to find out who it

Soity for the inconvenience this
has caused

I'm going 1o iy to get the council Lo _.M_Q._
maik with that yellov: no parking 2 mass
paint but because i1ts & private road
| think vie have to do it oursalves,

I'mi not gunie sure but will try o sort

on Monday

Ok thank you

i

Just had to move people of the
drive having & drink and smoke !
I have sent this 1o yours as i sent
one to the Shaw cricket club and
didn’t get a response last tine
about the parking .

Prasume you have cricket and o
function on tomgin

Alidirey

Holebotiom

Ok

| have just had a food delivery .
Wilt shit gate now anyway
Thanks

Roows vrhat ¢
mingls sopel

i field

Pelln 191 L0




Morning

Just to let you know

You chviously lost a ball around 5
pm yesterday and 5 men just came
in and started fooking for the ba
There are signs up

Whilst we don't mind you locking for

your courtesy says knock on.

Also only 1 man came up the drive
the othei 4 trampled over the fence
and went back aver the fence. We
have just recently had it reparred as
it was down .

We alsc have the dog out at times
and | am sure they don't appreciate
being harked at as well .

Please ensure we raise with

the commitiee

Regards

Alidrey

parking 1ol great today .
There's pienty of space on car park

Yzatihh not swe why they parked
like that but it's a disablad boys
birthday so I'm gueszing it's for
easier access {or everyone here
they are only here for 1 more hour,

will try {o get them moved

Ok

Yes | noticed the van was tor a
disabled person which s fine.
People have obviously just copied
Leave it walye @iy hour
Thanks

Just a thovgin, do vou have contact
with the peonle who ovins the land
nesi to the car park?

No sorry

I think it's the farmily

We know the father but he passed.
I think his daughtor is invelved now

Ma problem i vall look more into it,

Just I had a lgok at some ¢
and it doesn't act v gy

dimensions, bul ™ 5 ke we own

e of i Bncd Thean'a o maasive




No sorry

I think 1t's the family

We know the father but he passed.
I think his daughter is involved now

e prablenm look more inte i,
just 1 had a look at some dravings
and 1L doesn't actually ¢ive
chimiznsions, but it looks lKe we own
more of i, and there's a massive
mound of mud, if we could flatten
thal, itwould give s more space,
ovon il tsust 445 cars, just need (o

find a digger 8

I remember that mud being put
there _t's a number of years ago
and I think it's because somcone
did try and extend the car park and
they did that to stop it !

I suppese it's worth fooking at if you
think you own more. Good luck!

Oovoo right, makas sense, | gol told

that someone just turned up and
mpecit, bul wall 1ry 1o get in
chwith them |

Shaw Cricket Club

Please ask people to

Park consiceratety

! now know why my Amazon parcel
said couldn't deliver

Audrey

Holebatlom Farm

Hi, thanks for contacting us. ‘We've
received your message and
appreciate you getting in touch
will get back to you as soon a:

con thank you @

You need to ask members on Friday
night not to park in the passing
bavs.

It seems to be getling worse every
Frnday night

Thanks

Audray

Hi, thanks for contacting us. We've
received your message ancl

s rariata el aottines i taach

Shaw Cricket Club

You need to ask members on Friday
nigihit not 1o park in the passing
bays.

[t seems to be getung worse every
Friday night

Thanks

Audrey

t, thanks for contacting us. Yo'
received your message andl
IDPRIECIALE YOu goiung 0 woch
il aet back 1o yau as 5000 a5
can thank you @

Photos 24.5.2024. .38 pm
Regardis
Audray (holehottom farmy)
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